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The never-failing brook, the busy mill, the decent church that topt the neighbouring hill. 
The noisy geese that gabbled o'er the pool 3 the playful children just let loose from school. 
The hawthorn bush, with seats beneath the shade, for talking age and whispering lovers made. 
The dancing pair that simply sought renown, by holding out to tire each other down. 
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AEGUMENL 

Some years previous to the commencement of this drama, Squire Thornhill had the misfortune to 
lose his infant son, while being bathed in the Shannon, in company with the nurse's child, who 
was saved. The child's mother never recovered from the effects of the distressing calamity, he 
being her only child ; and her death, which took place shortly afterwards, induced the Squire (his 
father) to solace his grief by retiring to the Continent ; and having obtained a diplomatic appoint- 
ment, he leaves the management of his estate to an agent, Walter Talbot. 

The Opera commences with a picturesque scene, showing forth the former happy state of the 
village. Oliver Goldsmith, who plays an important part, is passing through the district, where 
his late father had formerly been pastor ; and as was usual with him in all his travels, he enters 
into the life and spirit of the peasantry's amusements and cares. Among the latter, Patrick 
O'Donnell, a young peasant, confides to him the secret of his love for Nora, the village pride — -a love 
mutual and unchangeable. When the peasantry have retired from the dance, The Boccah (a kind 
of village story-teller) relates to his friend the substance of a vision he had the previous night, 
wherein he sees the growing dislike of Talbot to Patrick O'Donnell, occasioned by Patrick's being 
the acknowledged suitor for Nora's hand, to whose love Talbot aspires. In his vision he sees also 
the long-lost son of the Squire appear in the person of a grown young man returned from the 
Spanish wars ; but his vision does not reveal to him any further clue as to his identity, although he 
was the boatman on the occasion of the accident. During the action of the drama, Goldsmith's 
charming pictures are brought out in bold relief, and the first act ends with a continuation of the 
'**) village festival, showing 

" The dancing pair who simply sought renown 
1% By holding out to tire each other down." 

\ In the second act, we have to a certain extent realized the Boccah' s vision, inasmuch as the 

*"''' disturbing influences here begin to prevail in. the unwelcome attentions of Walter Talbot, 

the agent, to Nora. Talbot, an unscrupulous and revengeful man, takes counsel with his minions, 

A ' and Patrick, fearing that his presence would have the effect of injuring the prospects of his family, 

^ resolves to seek his fortune in the Spanish service ; and having exchanged with Nora vows of 

. £ mutual constancy and love, retires, leaving Nora behind, promising to return and seek her hand on 

v -j.. some happier day. Some disputes with the peasantry about this time having also arisen, many of 

them decide upon emigrating, whereby the once happy village becomes Deserted. 

A lapse of years is supposed to intervene between the second and third acts. In the interim 
Oliver returns, and Nora has been subject to the continued persecution of Talbot, who, finding all 
other means fail, has devised with his myrmidons during the dark nights a forcible abduction of 
_ the girl, where he is to appear under the disguise of a peasant, and under the pretence of rescuing 

™ ~ :: - ^ her from a band of ruffians, supposed to be hired by another squireen, to work upon her gratitude, 
<X> and carry her off himself. This manoeuvre, however, is frustrated by the stupidity of one of his 

own men, who, not knowing him in his disguise, and mistaking him for Patrick — who is expected 
home just then — attacks him in mistake, and puts him hors de combat. About this time, many of the 
peasantry, who have been successful, and have realized means abroad, return, wishing to live at peace 
in their native land ; but the desolate aspect of the Deserted Village deters them. The news of his 
agent's untimely death having reached Squire Thornhill, in Genoa, he hastens home to look after his 
property. The melancholy reminiscences of his lost child are brought vividly before him as he 
passes the Shannon, the scene of the disaster On meeting Nora, the Squire accuses her 
of being the innocent cause of much of the misery which befel the village, by declining the 
addresses of Talbot for that of a peasant boy who had left her and might never return. The 
arrival of Patrick, however, at the moment, in company with the Boccah, is full answer to the 
Squire's remarks ; and having embraced Nora, and paid their respects to the Squire, the lovers 
retire, and after some conversation between the Squire and the Bocoah, in which an incident is 
accidentally revealed in reference to Patrick, the conclusion is arrived at that Patrick is the Squire's 
long-lost son. The return of Patrick with Nora confirms this happy surmise, and the Squire, in 
grateful recognition to Providence, joins the hands of the youthful lovers, bestows his blessing, 
and leaves Patrick and Nora in sole enjoyment of the estate at Ballymahon, where the returned 
happy tenantry now retire, bidding farewell to 

" Sweet Auburn, loveliest village of the plain, 
Where health and plenty cheer the lab'ring swain." 

In the action of the drama, all the charming pictures of Goldsmith's exquisite poem have 
been interwoven with the plot. 
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CHARACTERS REPRESENTED. 

Squire Thornhill — A kind but mistaken man, who to indulge his grief for the 

loss of his only child, retires to the Continent, leaving his 
estate to be managed by the agent. 

Walter Talbot (Basso) — In love with Nora, and the enemy of 

Patrick O'Donnell (Tenore) — A young peasant, son of a small farmer in love 

with and beloved by 

Nora O'Brien (Soprano) — The pride of the village and daughter to 

Martha O'Brien ( Contralto) — Mother of Nora. 

Laurence O'Brien (Baritone) — A small farmer pretty-well to do, who refuses his 

consent to his daughter's marriage with Patrick until he 
is in possession of a farm and a home to take her to. 

Shamus O'Donnell (Baritone) — The reputed father of Patrick. 

Phadrig and Sheelah — Peasants in the service of Mr. L. O'Brien, and who 

expect to be united in marriage. 

The Boccah — A kind of village story-teller, endowed with second sight. 

Oliver Goldsmith (Baritone) — A student — the youthful brother of the former 

village pastor — friend and confidant of the young lovers — 
his reflections and observations call attention to the features 
of the scene and its passing incidents. 

Two Bailiffs — Agents of Walter Talbot, in one scene doing duty in the name of 

the law, in another working for hire and breaking the law, 
guilty of an attempt at assault and abduction. 

VILLAGERS, &c, &c. 



The Scene is laid in AUBURN^ a country village in the County of JRoseommon 
in Ireland, not far from the river Shannon. Time — about the middle of the last 
Century. 
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No. 1. OVEETUKE 
No. 2.-- CHORUS. 
SWEET AUBURN, LOVELIEST VILLAGE OF THE PLAIN. 
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ISnter on one side, or meeting in the centre, come 
down, Laurence O'Brien and Shamus 
O'Donnell — two old men, who begin as it 
were to converse, and tahe a couple of seats 
beneath tlie shade referred to by Goldsmith; 
and nearly at the same time Patrick 
O'Donnell and Nora O'Brien, the young 
lovers, meet, coming from opposite sides of 
the stage, and after greeting, they retire to 
one of the bowers for lovers made. 

Oiitbr Goldsmith (speaking). — And see 
they come e'en now to their accustomed place, 
the fathers on the one side of wealth and 
worldly havings thinking most, and favour 
showing but to those who can some riches 



boast ; the youthful lovers poor in all save the 
grace of never-failing faith and virtuous love ; 
the swain, my friend, although of humble birth, 
a poor man's son, and toiling for his bread, is 
yet more like love's favour to obtain. Of his 
approved great merits and high desert, his 
duties never failing to discharge — of manly 
form and pleasing to behold — without his peer 
in evVy manly grace — athletic sport, leap, dance 
and race — withal most courteous, ne'er assum- 
ing place, but wooing favour with a winning 
tongue. 

Laurence O'Brien and Shamus ODonneU rise 
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Enter' slowly, from the "heights of the surrounding 
Mils, aoGorwpanied by soft nmsic, two 
Peasants — one of them The Boccah, the 
other his friend. 

Boo o ah. — "Well, we've had a long pull over 
the mountains. I would gladly rest myself, 
but are not those the signs of a village festival ? 

Peasant. — Yes, yes, there has been a 
gathering here, no doubt; but as we were 
coming along did you not notice that the house 



of Tim Sheaban, the schoolmaster, is shut up ? 
Poor Tim, I suppose he's dead and gone ; if so, 
he has not left a better behind. 

Enter Laurence (old man). — Indeed, you 
may say that ; but the place you saw shut up 
is where he last lived, when times got bad with 
him. The place he kept the school in is altered 
now ; yonder, between the boreen and the field, 
is where he had his school. I will describe it 
to you. 
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Boccah (to Peasant). — Could we make our 
way, think you, to the village ale-house, to get 
a mug of ale, 1 feel so tired. Last night I 
had a vision, I thought this happy village was 
about to become the scene of one of those un- 
holy crusades against the tenantry which take 
place elsewhere. I dreamt that Walter Talbot, 
the newly-appointed agent, was a party to a 
cruel oppression ; and in my dream — a sudden 
and intense darkness having overspread the face 
of nature — terrific sounds re-echoed through 
the gloom, and I could only see the demon 
Jealousy urging on the young mind of Talbot 
to deeds of violence and wrong. 
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Enter Oliver Goldsmith. 
Boccah^ — G-od save your honour. 



QiavEE. — Save you kindly, my friend. May 
I ask, are you a native of this village ? 

Boccah. — Well, yes, your honour; and I 
well remember your brother, who lived in yon- 
der parsonage. He was beloved by all, but he 
is gone now. 

Oliver. — My poor brother ! Little I 
thought when last I saw him here I should so 
soon have to mourn his loss. 
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Boccah (to his friend).— My dream is only 
half told ; but the second part is more cheerful 
than the first. Some twenty years ago two 
boys were bathing in the Shannon close by. 
The youngest was drowned. I dreamt last night 
that 'twas the eldest who was drowned, and the 
youngest saved. 

Boy. You mean the son of the ould Grineral 
of Athlone. 

A chorus of laughter heard outside as Sheelah 
Malone runs on the stage, r.h.e., fol- 
lowed by Phadrig. 

Sheelah (speaking). — Now be off wid ye; 



don't follow me about. What do you want, 
Mr. Phadrig. 

Phadbig. — NothhV less than yourself, my 
darlin'. It's dying in love wid you I am. I 
want to make you my wife. 

Sheelah. — Arrah be off wid ye. What 
means have you to keep a wife ? 

Phadrig (singing) 
Sure we've both got health and strength, and 

willing hands to toil, 
And there's a living always for those who till 

the soil 
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Phadrig. To work for a living I've strong arms and hands, 
And that I am handy why none can deny ; 
But say you'll be mine, and at your commands, 
At your commamds, I'll put up the axins, and the goold ring will buy. 

Sheelah, You'd better have tould me where your cabin stands — 

Of cows in ihe paddock, and a dairy beside, 
Both* With a home in your heart then united we'll be, 

Home in your heart, we'll stick together till death us part. 
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During the Singiug of this Song, the 
lookers on appear to get excited, and 
begin to dance in couples — and then the 
■ ■ ' ladies' getting upon one side, and the 
gentlemen on the other ^ a ballet figttbe 
is forked, and a genebal dance 
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ACT. II. 



No. 12— CHORUS. 
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SCEKE 2. 



A roadside, with a style leading to Novak's cot- 
tage. Nora enters in the background, fol- 
lowed by Talbot, the Agent, and goes mi 
of sight; at the same moment Oliver 
Goldsmith enters unperceived by them, but, 
having recognized them remarks : 
There goes the village beauty, followed by the 
young agent, who, I suspect, would fain be 
poaching on those sweet preserves. He had 
better be cautious ; Nora's lover is not the man 
to bear it tamely. 1*11 lie perdue, and note how 
she receives the rich man's suit. [Retires. 

Enter Noka, followed by Talbot, the young 
Agent. 

Talbot. Sweet village maid, I pray you do 
not frown on me ; neither fly, but turn, and, 
with a kindly ear, receive the gentle and per- 
suasive words with which I would fain besiege 
and captivate your heart. For your sake, sweet 



Nora, I cast aside all care for what the world 
may say about the difference of our rank or 
our possessions. You are the only wealth that 
seems to take hold of me. Deign but to smile 
on me, and I am repaid for every sacrifice. 

Nora. Think not of making any for my 
sake ; your suit is truly a terror to my heart, 
which, once for all let me tell you, is to another 
given. 

Talbot. Some village swain or landless 
churl 

Nora. Suppose he is To him I gave my 
love, and will never take it back. Ah no ; 
were he sunk In the lowest depths of poverty, 
and you the wearer of a crown which you 
would share with me, I'd say, as I do now, I 
would not have you. To my promise I'll be 
true. [®wk 

Talbot. misery! must I then my fate 
endure ? The slave of my fierce love; to seek 
and sue as if for life itself, and only meet with 
scorn. 
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First Bailiff. — I saw the way she slighted 
him ; let us urge him now, we'll find him ready 
to revenge himself. 



Second Bailiff. — 'Tis like; and not alone 
upon the saucy maid, but on her kith and kin ; 
and what's more, on him she loves. Eight off 
he'll soon be sent, to seek his fortune any where 
but here. 
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"P-^?- Oliver Goldsmith, who has ovcrhrard a 
part of the previous colloquy. Observes 
king) 



Oliver. — So ? to avenge himself upon her 
H^orn, hell drive her lover from his farm and 



home. And that's not all. To gratify his 
wish, and to make from their small farms one 
large estate, he many tenants means to dispos- 
sess, and their families into exile send; and 
this the source of woe and weakness will be 
found in after years. 
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SCEtfE 3. 

The village set as before. Enter Patrick and 
Nora. 

Patrick (speaking). — 'Tis true, my love, the 
grief of parting is at hand, and I have come in 
haste to say farewell. 

No it a. — Farewell from you to me! You 
surely do not mean it. 

Patrick. — O yes, my love ; from my ances- 
tral home and farm thrust forth, the means of 



living are to me denied in this my native land, 
so I must hence to seek for better times o'er 
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my love to share a home in some way worthy 
of her. Till then, my love, farewell. 

Nora. — But how long, dear love, shall I your 
absence have to mourn ? How long will this 
your exile last ? 

Patrick. — I cannot say, but I truly fear 
will prove to us a long farewell. 
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No. 19.— FINALE TO ACT II. 
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ne'er be - tray; Oh, no, 



my thoughts shall fol - low thee when 



m 



$* 



^ 



*§S£ 



^*S^ 



-*H~-#- 



-*i — #: 



^*r^r 



M^^ - 



ttsfctt 



!:*— *r 



iff* 



*&^** 



*H 



*■ !" 



S& 



i 



sg 



■>?-«— 



■t- 



: -# . 



I 



SSE 



Majeur, 



m 



^=M. 



WSBl 



>^Z=M=JZ 



i 



&R 



£3 



ftlg^^EH 



:nz 



I am far a - way.. 



^^ 



r — *i- 



w 



■est- 



* 



J- 



5^^ESE£ 



Where - so - e'er you're doom'd to 



m 



m 



far 



a - way. 



d£ 



Egrrg==gE 



^=3t 



-»-^ft- 



-p-tp. 



jSfJ=Ep=* 



Pf 



t±=t 



ife 



:t=bt=p=pK 



> r r -^ — -W*h-^; 



=-i — i — i — i — i— 



I I I I I I 



bS==S 



ipgpg 



:t 



^ 



=fc 



:^=rit 






My thoughts shall fol - low thee, dear love, And I shall Heaven at all times pray, 




Efc^fczi 



My thoughts shall fol - low thee, dear love. 



j§ 



g^g^g 



4- 



f=.-fr=£^i Ep=jbj b=g==gE 



Crqz 



— i— a) 1 1 

lU-»-^-4 



llferfEfr^ 



1 




rJl/nfr^ 




Deserted Village. 



127 



pus 




^ 



ze=fiz 



Safe - ly to guide thee, safe- ly to guide thee, till you re - turn 



hap - pier day. 
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Allegro agitato, ff Peasants. 
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No. 21.— SCENA AND ARIA. 
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Ji £fo conclusion of the above song Nora and her mother retire to the back of the stage y 
while Oliver Goldsmith, with a friend, is seen approaching over the distant hills, having the 
appearance of having travelled far. Their entrance is accompanied by soft music and lights 
lowered* Goldsmith, having taken a seat, addresses his friend in the following recitative^ dwring 
which Martha and Nora come forward, and, with Oliver Goldsmith and friend, sing the quartette 
" blest Retirement?' 
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No. 24.— SONG. (Noeah.) 
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Ah! no wonder, Miss Norah, that you 
should be anxious about jour sweetheart, as I 



am about mine. 'Tis hard to think that the 
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cross the sea to escape the pressure of poverty 
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No. 25.— DUET. (2 Soprani.) 
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No. 26.— MELODRAME. 
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He is justly punished — unintentionally killed by his own agent, while aiding in a crime. 
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RETURN OF THE EMIGRANTS. 



Scene changes — Roadside. — Enter Emigrants, preceded by tanners and a band of music, as 
aweleomsyorih&^mi^rants. *■' 



No. 27.— IRISH SCENE. 

EMIGRANTS MARCH. Introduced from Glover's Patria. 
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During the following Song the marching ceases, and all stand listening. At the end of Phadrig's 
first and second verse, a general laugh by the listeners, after which March proceeds again. At the 
conclusion of the third verse and coda Phadrig takes Sheelah by the hand, and they dance the jig 
as in p. 162. 
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Sce^e II — Shows a few of the Emigrants roving about, indulging their sentiment in viewing 
the scenes of their youth. Goldsmith enters^ and, in reference to them, sings the following Becita- 
tive, — to be followed by Emigrants coming dawn and singing " The Clock Chorus." 
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No. 28. CHORUS.— Men's Voices only. 
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SoEifE. — Parlour in the Squire's house* 
Enter Squire TJiomhill, just arrived from Genoa. 

The arrival in this village brings 
to my mind some sad reminiscences. Here, 
some twenty years gone by, I had the misfor- 
tune to lose my dear wife, whose death was 
brought on by a sad and fatal accident to our 
only child at nurse, who was drowned while 
undergoing the barbarous process of bringing 
out children in a boat, and dipping them in the 
river Shannon, close by where the nurse lived. 

I remember it well. Was not the 
other child saved ? 

Tes ; but that was the peasant's 
child. Ours, alas! was drowned, and his 
remains were never found. I have been told 
that my poor wife used to say that the child 
had a burn mark on his left arm, which would 
identify him if found. But of what avail is it 
to be talking of it now ? All dead and gone ! 

"We have all our troubles 
Here I find, on my return, my tenantry driven 
away, and their houses levelled, and the place 



a desert. So much for the management of an 
agent ; but as he is now gone to his long 
account, we must e en let the dead rest. 

Enter Nora. 
My dear Nora, your beauty has unintentionally 
on your part been the cause of much disaster. 
►Say why did you not accept the proposals of 
Walter Talbot, who wished to marry you, and 
thereby have obviated those acts of violence 
which have depopulated this village, and all 
for a peasant boy, who, I hear, has left you, 
and gone away. 

Boccah and Friend. No, no, your honour; 
he's here to the fore (Nora starts), and a right 
hearty lad he is, God bless him ! He's returned 
a gineral in the Spanish service. As to his 
being a peasant, he's nothing worse for that I 
hope. He left when the other villagers were 
driven away by the bailiffs ; but he's returned 
now to claim his bride, with your honour's 
permission. 

Patrick enters in officer's uniform. Nora starts, 
and rushes into his arms, and having 
embraced, he leads Nora forward, an<i 
sings. 



No. 29.— SONG. (Patrick.) 
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Squire (to Patrick, after congratulating Kim on 
his return). And whatV your name, young 
man? 

Boccah. Patrick O'Donnell, your honour, 
and devil a decenter boy from this to the rock 
of Dunamaise. 

Squire. O'Donnell ! O'Donnell ! "Was not 
that the name of the child that was saved? 
But my poor child never was found. I used 
to hear my poor wife say that the children 
were so like that you would hardly have known 
them apart; and, unfortunately her death a 
day or so after the accident, prevented, as I 
was from home at the time, any recognition of 
the child's remains, even if he had been found 
(which was not the case), but from a burn on 
his arm. 

Boccah (interrupting). I was the boatman, 
your honour, and Patrick O'Donnell was one 
of the chUdre. 



Squire. You the boatman, Boccah ? 

Boccah. Yes, your honour ; and by the same 
token I remember well that 'twas the child 
who was saved who had the burn on his 
arm. 

Squire* (looking anxiously at Patrick) 
exclaims : A burn on his left arm ! And have 
you such a mark, young man ? 

Patrick. Indeed, Squire. I have such a 
mark from childhood, together with many 
others I received in the late war. 

Squire Can it be that I behold in you 
my long-lost son? (Embraces Patrick.) Oh 
that his mother were here ! 

Boccah (to his friend of the First Act) Now, 
Lanty, my boy, my dream is out that I told 
you of when we were coming over the hills 
three years gone by. 
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FINALE TO ACT III. 



Will commence with a set scene, which should form an ideal representation of the deserted village in 
its dilapidated state. Chorus and principals enter in procession. 
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Nora, Patrick, Oliver, and all the Principal Characters. 
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